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1 Special Procedures includes special rapporteurs, special representatives, independent experts, and working groups mandated 

by the UN’s political bodies to monitor and report on human rights violations and to recommend ways to promote and protect 

human rights. Under criteria established by the Council in 2007, these experts are selected based on their expertise, experience 

in the field of human rights, independence, impartiality, personal integrity, and objectivity. See Human Rights Council 

Resolution 5/1. Sect. II.A, June 18, 2007. 
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2 Report of the Secretary General on the rule of law and transitional justice in conflict and post-conflict societies, S/2004/6168, 

Aug. 23, 2004, para 8. 
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3 Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International 

Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law. A/RES/60/147,Dec. 16, 2005; and Report of the 

independent expert to update the Set of principles to combat impunity, Addendum Updated Set of principles for the protection 

and promotion of human rights through action to combat impunity, U.N. Commission on Human Rights, 

E/CN.4/2005/102/Add.1, Feb. 8, 2005. 
4 Commission on Human Rights Resolutions: Human rights and forensic science (1998/36, the resolution continued at the 

Human Rights Council; see A/HRC/RES/15/5, 2009); The right to restitution, compensation and rehabilitation for victims of 

grave violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms (1998/43, the resolution ended in 2005 when the Basic Principles 

on Reparation were adopted); Impunity (1998/53, the resolution ended in 2005 and was not continued by the main sponsor, 

Canada, in the Council). 
5 Both resolutions were introduced in 2005 during the Commission on Human Rights and continued after 2006 at the Council. 

For more recent information on human rights and transitional justice, see A/HRC/RES/12/11 (2009); Right to Truth, 

A/HRC/RES/12/12 (2009). In addition see Forensic genetics and human rights, A/HRC/RES/15/5 (Oct. 6, 2010);Mandate of 

the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, A/HRC/RES/8/3 (June 18, 2008);Independence and 

impartiality of the judiciary, jurors and assessors and the independence of lawyers,A/HRC/RES/15/3 (Oct. 5, 2010); Enforced or 

involuntary disappearances, A/HRC/RES/10/10 (March 26, 2009). 
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6 The Commission ‚took note with appreciation‛ of the principles in 2005, although they were not considered by the General 

Assembly. 
7 The principles do not purport to constitute legal standards and are offered as ‚guiding principles intended not to thwart 

reconciliation but to avoid distortions in certain reconciliation policies so that, once beyond the first stage, which is more 

concerned with ‘conciliation’ than reconciliation, the foundations of a ‘just and lasting reconciliation’ may be laid.‛ See Question 

of the impunity of perpetrators of human rights violations (civil and political): Revised final report prepared by Mr. Joinet 

pursuant to Sub-Commission decision 1996/119,E/CN.4/Sub.2/1997/20/Rev.1 (Oct. 2, 1997). The principles have already 

received strong affirmation in decisions by international criminal tribunals and human rights treaty bodies, as well as in the 

reports of commissions of inquiry: See Impunity Report of the independent expert to update the Set of Principles to combat 

impunity, E/CN.4/2004/88 (Feb. 27, 2004). 
8 See the discussion on reparations, Final Report, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Peru, Vol IX, Part IV, chapter 2.2. p 150. 
9 OHCHR, Study on human rights and transitional justice activities undertaken by the human rights components of the United 

Nations system, E/CN.4/2006/93 (Feb. 7, 2006); OHCHR, Analytical study on human rights and transitional justice, 

A/HRC/12/18 (Aug. 6, 2009); OHCHR, Study on the Right to the Truth, E/CN.4/2006/91 (Feb. 8, 2006(); OHCHR, Inventory of 

human rights and transitional justice aspects of recent peace agreements, A/HRC/12/18/Add.1 (Aug. 21, 2009). 
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10 Currently, only four nations have been criticized for their violations and subjected to review by country-specific Special 

Procedures: Israel/Occupied Palestinian Territory, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Burma/Myanmar, and most 

recently Iran. Four other nations have been singled out by the country-specific resolutions, although without a specific country 

mandate: Sudan, Sri Lanka, Honduras, and Cote d’Ivoire. In the context of technical cooperation and advisory services, the 

following nations are on the Council’s agenda: Burundi, Cambodia, Haiti, Liberia, and Somalia. While the mandate of the 

independent expert on Liberia was terminated in 2008, the Republic of Guinea was added in March 2010 to the list of nations 

receiving technical cooperation through a newly established OHCHR field office. 
11 Report of the independent expert on the situation of human rights in the Sudan, Mohammed Chande Othman-Addendum: 

Status of implementation of the compilation of recommendations of the Group of Experts to the Government of the Sudan for 

the implementation of Human Rights Council resolution 4/8, pursuant to Council resolutions 6/34, 6/35, 7/16 and 11/10, 

A/HRC/15/57 (September 2010), 2 (); Third joint report of seven United Nations experts on the situation in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, A/HRC/16/68 (March 2011), 9. 
12 Examples of these include Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Zimbabwe, China, Chechnya, Bahrain, and Yemen.  
13 See temporary limited mandate of Commission of Inquiry for Libya in Operative Paragraph(OP) 11 of A/HRC/RES/S-15/1. 



 

 

6 

Transitional Justice in the United 

Nations Human Rights Council 

                                                        
14 More information is available upon request from the International Center for Transitional Justice, nsiddiqui@ictj.org. 
15 Ted Piccone, Catalysts for Rights: The Unique Contribution of the UN’s Independent Experts on Human Rights (Washington, 

DC: Brookings Institution, October 2010). Currently there are 33 thematic and eight country-specific mandates covering issues 

as diverse as specific human rights (such as torture or the right to safe drinking water and sanitation) to broader areas, such as 

the effects of toxic waste or protecting human rights while combating terrorism). The most recent Special Procedures 

established are the Working Group on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women in Law and Practice, a Special 

Rapporteur on Freedom of Assembly and Association, and a country-specific mandate on Iran. 
16 See the 2010 report of the special rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and related 

intolerance. Githu Muigai dedicated a whole section on the issue of transitional justice and linking the importance of addressing 

the past to fighting racism. See also the reports of the special rapporteurs on torture, extrajudicial executions, violence against 

women, and the independence of judges and lawyers.  
17 See the call for a commission of inquiry in the Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Cambodia, 

A/HRC/15/46 (Dec. 16, 2010); Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, Tomás Ojea 

Quintana, A/65/368 (Sept, 15, 2010). 
18 A more comprehensive approach on transitional justice can be found in the work of the special rapporteurs on extrajudicial, 

summary, or arbitrary executions, violence against women, and the independence of judges and lawyers. 
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19 Third joint report of seven United Nations experts on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo A/HRC/16/68 

(March 9, 2011). 
20 This section supports the Council by producing reports like those referred to in footnote 8. The section also elaborates on 

lessons learned and good practices from UN field operations on transitional justice, provides advice and assistance in designing 

and implementing transitional justice processes, supports capacity building, and is the central repository of learning within the 

OHCHR for the purposes of its role as the UN system-wide lead on transitional justice. 
21 Human Rights Council Resolution on Transitional Justice, A/HRC/RES/12/11, OP 23. 
22 See in particular General Comment 31 on the Nature of General Legal Obligations imposed on States Parties to the Covenant, 

U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.13 (March 29, 2004). 
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23 CCPR/C/SLV/CO/6, (Nov. 18, 2010). Another example is the recent Committee against Torture report on Cambodia, 

CAT/C/KHM/CO/2 (Jan. 20, 2011). 
24 Guidance Note of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Approach to Transitional Justice, March 2010. 
25 S/2004/616, (Aug. 23, 2004). The report placed transitional justice squarely on the emerging rule of law agenda of the UN, 

raising awareness of the need for coordination and cooperation throughout the UN system as well as with actors outside the 

organization. 
26 S/PRST/2010/11 (June 29, 2010). 
27 Security Council Resolution on the protection of civilians in armed conflict, S/RES/1894 (Nov. 11, 2009). 
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The International Center for Transitional 

Justice works to redress and prevent the 

most severe violations of human rights by 

confronting legacies of mass abuse. ICTJ 

seeks holistic solutions to promote 

accountability. 

 

ICTJ New York 

5 Hanover Square, Floor 24 

New York, NY USA 10004 


